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challenge before this which thou durst not accept;' to which -Sir William replying that he said untruly, herein Sir.Thomas smote him on the face with his hand, and after pulled him so hard by the ears that he made them bleed ; the servants, then espousing their masters' quarrel, drew their daggers, insomuch that the rest of the justices had made much ado to keep the peace in the court, and to hinder Sir Thomas following Sir William when he went to his inn. However,'Sir Thomas waylaid him in a street where he used to pass homewards, but Sir William not going that way Sir Thomas returned to the bench. For this Sir Thomas was fined 1,0002. in the Star Chamber; but not having paid it all till King James came into England, he obtained the King's general pardon under the great seal, which released the remainder. For this he was also put out of commission of the peace as I suppose, for I find no mention of his name in the books of the Clerk of the Peace after that time.1
Some say that being a man of a high spirit, and his lady (who had changed her religion to papist) not so ob-
1 One piece of evidence relating to this afluir, and preserved among the Star Chamber Proceedings, 42 Kli/abeth, is worth quoting1. (Richard Wortley, of Wortloy, co. York, aged 89 years or thereabouts, deposed that Sir Thomas lleresby and Mr. Wontworth, falling into further speeches concerning the escape of one Slack out of the stocks, being then a matter in question at the said sessions, and difloring in opinion whether the same were a wilful or negligent escape, nnd multiplying words thereabouts, Mr. Wentworth in conclusion told Sir Thomas Reresby that he was an ass, whereat Sir Thomas Reresby seemed much discontented, but yet forbore to make disturbance in the court, and wished the said Mr. Wontworth to forbear such provocations in that place. But yet, notwithstanding, the said Mr. Weutworth proceeded on in further terms, and in conclusion pressing on with a stern countenance near to Sir Thomas his face, told Sir Thomas that he lied, whereat Sir Thomas Rorosby, to tho imagination of this deponent, stood unresolved what to do (tho place considered and the indignity offered). And Mr. Wentworth pressing towards him again, the said Sir Thomas thrust out his arm, and (as this deponent talcoth it) llirted up his beard, or touched his nose, with his hand, whereupon Mr. Wentworth struck tho said Sir Thomas with his fist, and divers of Mr. Wentworth's mon approached to the place with their swords or rapiers drawn, whereupon ho, this deponent, did then interpose himself between them and pacified the matter as soon as he could/ &c.